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(MEF)-sized forces at extended oper-
ational distances from the sea with in-
tegrated landbased logistics. Never-
theless, seabased aviation assets
greatly contributed to the MEF’s
combat capability in OIF.

When possible and advantageous,
MAGTF commanders will exploit
seabased capabilities. When neces-
sary or more efficient, they will uti-
lize landbased operations. Conse-
quently, MAGTFs must retain the
capability to sustain operations from
landbases. Versatility in basing op-
tions ensures that Marines will be ca-
pable of mounting sustainable opera-
tions in “any clime or place.”

Summary

Marine Corps operational, func-
tional, and enabling concepts are
mutually supporting; integrated with
our naval partners; and appropriate
for meeting current and future oper-

ational and strategic challenges. In
accordance with Marine Corps Doctri-
nal Publication I, Warfighting, and the
capstone concept of EMW, they are
practical in design and account for
the enduring nature of war, human
nature, and the chaos and complexi-
ty of battle introduced by fog, fric-
tion, and chance. At the same time,
to ensure continued competitive ad-
vantage, future concepts introduce
new operational paradigms and de-
mand technical innovation.

All Marine Corps concepts are
maintained as living documents that
are revised as technology advances
and strategic imperatives mandate.
As the start point for the Marine
Corps’ expeditionary force develop-
ment process, consistency among
these conceptual documents is essen-
tial to build coherent force struc-
tures with complementary capabili-
ties across the range of doctrine,

organization, training, materiel, lead-
ership, personnel, and facilities.
Marine Corps concepts are de-
scriptive not prescriptive in nature
and are expected to be employed at
the discretion of operational com-
manders as particular situations dic-
tate. No single operational concept
can effectively cover the full range of
military operations. Consequently,
our concepts are varied to provide an
array ol options. The Marine Corps
has an array of operational concepts
and capabilities that can be integrated
by commanders in accordance with
operational art to produce competi-
tive advantage in any contingency.
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Marine Corps Doctrinal Publication 1-0,
Marine Corps Operations

by LtCol John A. Bass, USMC(Ret)

MCDP 1-0 sits amid the hierarchy of doctrinal publications that sets forth
the Marine Corps’ philosophy of maneuver warfare, bridging it (the philoso-
phy) to the 21st century tactics, techniques, and procedures developed and ar-
ticulated in Marine Corps warfighting and reference publications.

With the Commandant’s signing of

Marine Corps Doctrinal Publication 1-0
(MCDP 1-0), Marine Corps Operations,
in September 2001, the Marine Corps’
inaugural scries of capstone and key-
stone doctrinal publications was com-
pleted. This series of official Marine
Corps publications has provided the
top-level doctrine that has articulated
the Marine Corps way of fighting in
the carly 21st century—from its
warfighting philosophy of maneuver
warfare to application of that philoso-
phy across the range of military oper-
ations and the warfighting functions.
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MCDP -0 addresses how the Ma-
rine Corps conducts operations to
support the national military strate-
gy in naval, join(, and multinational
operations. In the MCDP scries, it
serves to “operationalize” the philos-
ophy. It does this by focusing and
transitioning the philosophical dis-
course of the capstone-keystone
MCDP scries into an operations
manual for the Marine Corps.
MCDP 1-0 also provides the opera-
tional overview that influences the
development of the tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures (TTP) ad-

dressed in subordinatc Marine
Corps  Warfighting Publications
(MCWPs) and Marine Corps Refer-
ence Publications (MCRPs).

The MCDP Series

MCDPs provide higher order doc-
trine—the fundamental truths and
broad philosophy about the nature,
thcory, and conduct of war. The
MCWPs and MCRPs describe meth-
ods and T'TP for the practical applica-
tion of those fundamental truths and
warfighting philosophy. The intent be-
hind the MCDP series is to provide a
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body of high-quality, forward-think-
ing, intellectually rigorous knowledge
about armed conflict that will help
prepare the Marine Corps for the
challenges of the 2lst century.l Al-
though each manual might have a dif-
ferent center-mass audience, the
MCDPs are written for all Marines.
The doctrine contained in MCDPs
represents the Marine Corps’ most de-
veloped and innovative thinking on
the nature, theory, and conduct of
war. It is meant to project Marine
Corps thinking well into the future.
To Marines, doctrine is a

doctrinal publications to the MCWDPs
and MCRPs. It transitions the philo-
sophical discourse of the capstone-
keystone MCDPs into an operational
summation that focuses on conduct-
ing Marine Corps operations.

MCDP 1-0

MCDP 1-0 broadly describes how
Marine Corps leaders apply the ma-
neuver warfare philosophy of war-
fighting across the range of military
operations—from war to military op-
erations other than war (MOOTW).

FOCUS

ment was coordinated by MCCDC’s
Doctrine Division while the prepon-
derance of the writing was performed
by the proponent MAGTIE Stall
Training Program tcam. MCDP -0
was rewritten, restalfed, renamed,
and shifted from MCDP to MCWP
status several times as othcr MCDDPs
were being written and the overarch-
ing joint visions and Service concepts
were being developed. In its {inal
form, this operations manual was
written as an MCDP, vetted by the se-
nior leadership of the Marine Corps,

and signed by the

Commandant. In his

teaching of the funda-
mental beliefs of the Ma- MCDP 1 foreword, the 32d
rine Corps on the subject ey Commandant  wrote
of war.2 As the authorita- y; L \ that this publication
tive basis for how Marines VD e e represents how  the
fight and operate, the Strategy Campaigning Tactics Marine Corps’  war-
doctrine and TTP form — < fighting philosophy is
the foundation of Marine S/ L codified in operational
Corps education and e MCDP 3 MCDP 4 ot Vicore terms.3 As an MCDP it
training curricula. Intelligence Expeditionary Logistics Planning Command & establishes vetted and
. Operations Control - .
The doctrine present- accepted  warfighting
ed in MCDPs is meant to N\ I / practices  as  today’s
be enduring and univer- i doctrine and simulta-
sal. In the capstone-key- Marine Corps ncously guides  the
stone publications above Opetations Corps’ doctrine devel-
MCDP 1-0 (see Figure 1), | opment toward EMW,
the doctrine is not tied to A MCDP 1-0 can be

any specific organization,

structure, technology,

type or intensity of con-

flict, or specific echelon

of command. Subjects

are described holistically,

in their full complexity. Generally,
the capstone-keystone MCDPs above
MCDP I-0 describe the nature of war
as it applies to a particular subject,
discuss the fundamental theories,
and present the Marine Corps’ phi-
losophy on the subject.

While authoritative, MCDPs are
descriptive rather than prescriptive
in nature. The intent is to provide
Marine leaders a common intellectu-
al framework for applying judgment
in solving the challenges they face—
not to provide the solutions. The
MCDPs above MCDP 1-0 describe
key doctrinal concepts and consider-
ations but do not provide specific
methods and TTP. MCDP 1-0 does
both. It provides a degree of “how
to” with the “why” as it bridges the
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Marine Corps Warfighting Publication Series

Marine Corps Reference Publication Series
Marine Corps Historical Publication Series

Figure 1. MCDP series.

The manual is larger and more de-
scriptive than the other MCDDPs. Its 11
chapters and 6 appendices describe
how Marine Corps forces plan and
conduct combat operations in war
and how Marine air-ground task
forces (MAGTYFs) operate daily in
MOOTW around the globe. MCDP
I-0 presents today’s doctrine and in-
troduces maturing expeditionary ma-
neuver warfarc (EMW) concepts to
guide the developing doctrine of to-
morrow. This introductory methodol-
ogy allows the manual to maintain rel-
evancy through its 8-year life cycle.
MCDP 1-0 represents the com-
bined efforts of the Operating Forces,
Supporting FEstablishment, and Ma-
rine Corps Combat Development
Command (MCCDC). Its develop-

divided into three fo-

cal arcas. The first

(Chapters 1 through

3) presents the reader

with a broad overview

of the historical role
of the Marine Corps in national de-
fense; the character of modern con-
flict; today’s opcrational cnviron-
ment, national sccurity structure,
and unified action; and the roles,
functions, organization, and struc-
turc of the Marine Corps. The intan-
gibles of the Marine Corps cthos and
the five Marine Corps core compe-
tencies are described and followed
up with discussion of expeditionary
operations requirements, [orce pro-
jection and forward deployed naval
forces, and MAGTL's conducting ex-
peditionary operations.

The overvicw ol amphibious op-
erations is “hooked” or linked to
reference publications that address
the subject in detail; i.c., Joint Publi-
cation 3-02 (JP 3-02), Joint Doclrine
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Jor Amphibious Operations, and [P
0-2, Unified Action Armed Forces, etc.
Recent changes in amphibious op-
erations doctrine have been intro-
duced in this first scction; for ex-
ample, five types of amphibious
operations vice the previous four;
supported-supporting vice the past
commander, amphibious task force-
commander, landing force com-
mand  relationships;  and  the
changed definition of the term am-
phibious task force (ATF) to desig-
nate only the Navy task organiza-
tion. Now the ATF, when combined
with the landing force, constitutes
an amphibious force instead of the
former ATF. Future mancuver war-

fare and amphibious operations are.

addressed in scctions titled “Expe-
ditionary Mancuver Warfarce
(EMW),” “Operational Maneuver
From the Sea (OMITS),” “Ship-to-
Objective Manecuver (STOM),” and
“Maritime Prepositioning Force

(MPF) Future.”

Deployment, Employment, and Sus-
tainment

The second [ocal area (Chapters 4
and 5) addresses deployment, em-
ployment, and sustainment of Marine
Corps forces at the operational and
tactical levels of war. Tt links the dis-
cussion of Marine Corps cxpedi-
tionary forces operating in the joint
force commander’s campaign with
the capstone doctrinal publication on
the subject—MCDP 1-2, Campaigning.

The second focal area takes the art of

campaigning into understanding bat-
tlespace, in particular the joint batte-
space at the operational level of war.
It addresses the critical roles of the
Marine Corps component comman-
ders and MAGTF commanders in
force deployment planning and exe-
cution. Employment is discussed in
terms of the use of Marine Corps
forces to conduct operations to
achieve the joint force commander’s
objectives. Arranging operations,
combat power, effects, information
operations, and the warfighting func-
tions are discussed in relation to
higher order doctrine linked to plan-
ning and executing successful opera-
tions. Redeployment focuses on the
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Marine Corps doctrine of reconstitu-
tion—the actions that commanders
plan and take in recstablishing the
force’s combat readiness as quickly as
possible for subsequent redeploy-
ment and employment in new mis-
sions—in or out of theater.

MCDP 1-0 devotes a full chapter
to the critical role of logistics in
generating rapidly deployable, self-
reliant, sclf-sustaining, and flexible
MAGTFEs that can rapidly reconst-
tute. The chapter gives readers a
good view of how and why the Ma-
rine Corps, in coordination and co-
operation with the Navy, has made
logistical self-sufficiency an essen-
tial element of MAGTT expedi-
tionary warfighting capabilities.
Strategic, operational, and tactical
logistics linkages are discussed
down to the MAGTF combat ser-
vice support element level and to
the role of the Supporting Estab-

lishment as the “fifth clement” of

the MAGTF.

Conducting MAGTF Operations

MCDP 1-0’s third and principal fo-
cal arca (Chapters 6 through 11} con-
centrates on conducting MAGTF op-
erations—full spectrum from war to
MOOTW. It describes how MAGTF
commanders and their staffs apply
Marine Corps maneuver warfare phi-
losophy and doctrine (as described in
MCDP I, Warfighting, and its com-
panion doctrinal publications) to
planning and conducting expedi-
tionary operations.

Chapter 6, “Planning and Conduct-
ing MAGTF Operations,” is the single
most important chapter in MCDP [-0.
The chapter provides the foundation
for MAGTF tactical 'operati()ns be-

cause it discusses the importance of

single battle, decisive and shaping ac-
tions, centers of gravity and critical
vulnerabilities, main and supporting
efforts, security, and the reserve. The
chapter describes operational design
and addresses how the MAGTF com-
mander plans and conducts expedi-
tionary operations. It also identifies
the tactical tenets essential to succeed-
ing on the battlefield.4

Chapters 7 through 9 describe
conducting MAGTYT operations in

the offense and detense. Chapter 7
focuses on the offense as the decisive
form of combat. Chapter 8 describes
defensive operations conducted in
conjunction with offensive opera-
tions to defeat encmy attacks and
conducting MAGTY operations with-
in the context of the single battle.
Chapter 9 addresses other tactical
operations that cnable th¢ MAGTYF
to execute offensive and defensive
operations. These tactical operations
include retrograde, passage of lines,
linkup, reliefl in place, obstacle cross-
ing, and breakout from encir-
clement. Reconnaissance and securi-
ty operations arc covered in Chapter
11. The warfighting functions and the
enduring principles of war, relevant to
all discussion of Marine Corps doc-
trine, are presented in appendices,
as is a ready-reference list of MAGTY
tactical tasks and their definitions.

MOOTW

MCDP 1-0 is the Marine Corps
MOOTW doctrine. The MOOTW-
unique considerations used in Marine
Corps operations are discussed in
Chapter 10, “Military Operations Oth-
er than War.” These MOOTW-unique
considerations build on existing joint
doctrine, addressing the joint, expedi-
tionary naturc of MOOTW. The chap-
ter describes MOOTW embedded in
operations doctrine because MOOTW
typically involves elements of both
combat and noncombat operations
whether in pcacetime, conflict, or war.

Conclusion

Most of what the rcader will find
in MCDP -0 is familiar to Marine
Corps ficld grade officers and senior
staff noncommissioned officers. Its
usefulness is in codifying Marine
Corps operations in doctrine for all
to use as authoritative reference and
to transition the warfighting philoso-
phy into MCWPs and MCRPs. It dis-
cusses Marine Corps forces as a Ser-
vice component under joint force
command, and it doctrinally dis-
cusses MAGTFs as they exist and
are employed today in joint and
multinational operations. It’s the
first doctrinal publication to ad-
dress the fundamentals of how
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MAGTFs conduct tactical opera-
tions, and it concisely addresses the
types of operations MAGTFs con-
duct to accomplish their missions.?
It also serves to introduce maturing
concepts for further development
in the MCWPs and MCRPs.

Notes
I. Commanding General, MCCDC 5000, C49

(Doctrine Division) dtd 1 April 1996, Letter of

Instruction for Development of MCDPs.
2. MCDP 1, p. 55.

3. Jones, Gen James L., in his foreword to
MCDP 1-0.

4. MCDP 1-0, p. 6-2.
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>LiCol Buss vetived from the Marine Covps in
2002. He is currently the multinational doc-
trine coordinator al the Marine ( orps Com-
bat Development Command, Quantico.

What Is an EMW Capability List?

by LtCol Curtis M. Rogers & Capt Michael Villalva, USMC(Ret)

Expeditionary maneuver warfare (EMW) capabilities are readily available for
review, development, and updating as the Marine Corps identifies future re-
quired combat capabilities.

The Marine Corps is long known
for being a “force in readiness,” re-
sponsive to the needs of national se-
curity or exigent global situations.
Ensuring that statc of readincss
comes at a price paid in advance with
innovative thinking, progressive plan-
ning, and a deliberate, forward-look-
ing mindset to prepare the Corps for
missions it may be assigned. Needless
to say, it is a challenging task to iden-
tfy and define the capabilitics re-
quired for the Marine Corps of the
future. However, the Marine Corps is
at the forefront in preparing for the
future with its “capstone” concept of
EMW. Recently developed, the EMW
capability list (ECL) provides a tool to
aid in the construction of the future
force in the years 2015 and beyond.

Marine Corps Order 3900.15A, Ex-
peditionary Iorce Development System
(sce associated article in this issue),
provides that:

The intent of the ECL is to provide
execution guidance and direction to
achieve the goals and aims of Marine
Corps Strategy 21 and EMW in the
near, mid, and far term.
Simply put, the primary goal of the
ECL is to capture ongoing higher
level (uture warlighting efforts with-
in various Marine Corps Pentagon,
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Quantico, and Operating Forces’ or-
ganizations. The ECL is a written
manuscript in booklet presentation
depicting Marine Corps EMW capa-
bilities through 2015 and beyond.

Specifically, the ECL identifies
significant metrics, programs, and
macrolevel capabilitics identified by
Marine Corps current and future
concepts. These macrolevel capabil-
ities are the impetus for combat re-
quirements under development, ex-
ecuting programs, and future
programs for the EMW force. The
ECL is a single source, living docu-
ment of ongoing EMW initiatives
and will be updated as objectives
are met or future tasks are defined
and established.

ECL Development

The current ECL was created by
forming a composite list of metrics
supporting EMW and operational
concepts  (operational maneuver
from the sea, sustained operations
ashore, and other expeditionary op-
crations), as well as naval operating
concepts, Marine Corps advocate
campaign plans and requircment
lists, science and technology (S&T)
plans, experimentation plans, and
ongoing Marine Corps/Department

of Defense (DoD) initiatives (trans-
formation roadmaps, joint forcible
entry study, cte.). This compilation
of higher level initiatives derived
from cach rclerenced document
source identifies Marine Corps total
EMW requircements.

The primary method of F¥CL data
classification is by the six warfighting
functions: command and control,
mancuver, logistics, [ires, intelli-
gence, and force protection. ECL
data is further sorted by time periods
within each warfighting function cor-
responding to the near term (2008-
09), midterm (2010-14), and the Far
term (2015 and beyond). These
benchmark references define the de-
sired time period (or the Marine
Corps to field or employ the refer-
enced capability.

Footnotes arc provided through-
out the ECL to aid the reader in par-
ticular source identification (con-
cepts, advocate campaign plans, cte.).

Usages

Currently, very limited training is
available to prepare the majority of
new Headquarters Marine Corps and
Marine Corps Combat Development
Command (MCCDC) action officers
for the detailed staff work required

o
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